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UNCLAS STATE 177534 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD, ALEXANDRIA FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JULY 28, 1977 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE, FOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR JULY 28, 1977. 
FYI ONLY, THE OFFICER DOING THE BRIEFING TODAY WAS 
HODDING CARTER III. 

SPOKESMAN: I WILL BE POSTING THE SCHEDULE ON THE MIDDLE 
EASTERN TRIP AND THE MEMBERS OF THE PARTY. 

Q. ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, DO YOU HAVE IT IN YOUR PAPERS 
THERE, WHAT THE U.S. VIEW WAS AND IS ON THE SOVEREIGNTY 
OF THE WEST BANK? I'M JUST UNCLEAR ON THIS. IN OTHER 
WORDS, PRIOR TO '67, DID THE U.S. ACCEPT JORDANIAN 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE WEST BANK? 
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A. I DON'T HAVE THAT. I'LL HAVE TO GO AND PULL THAT BACK 
OUT OF THE FILE. 

Q. THE PRESIDENT SAID AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE THERE WERE 
APPROXIMATELY 70 SETTLEMENTS THERE, BUT THAT THE NUMBER 
OF SETTLERS THERE WERE OVERALL SMALL. DO YOU HAVE AN 
APPROXIMATION OF THAT NUMBER OF ISRAELI SETTLERS ON THE 

WEST BANK? 

A. NO. BUT I'LL TRY TO GET IT. 

Q. AS I RECALL, THE DEPARTMENT’S POSITION ON THE 
LEGALIZING OF THE WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS, IS THAT YOU 
ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED, IS THAT CORRECT? 

A. THAT’S CORRECT. 

Q. BUT IN GOING OVER THE TRANSCRIPT OF THESE BRIEFINGS, 

I FIND IN MR. TRATTNER'S STATEMENT AT THE TIME THAT HE 
REVEALED THAT THERE ARE THOUSANDS MORE CUBANS IN AFRICA 
WAS MERELY "CONCERNED," NOT "DEEPLY" OR "SERIOUSLY," OR 
"ANGUISHLY" AND SO FORTH. I D LIKE TO ASK THE 
QUESTION. 

A. I WOULD SAY WE'RE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED, AND HAVE BEEN 
AND WE'VE EXPRESSED THAT CONCERN. 
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Q. THEN, I WANTED TO ASK, IF WE COULD IN CLARIFYING THIS, 

YOU'RE "DEEPLY CONCERNED" WITH THE WEST BANK AND 
"SERIOUSLY CONCERNED" WITH AFRICA? 

Q. I WONDER IF YOU COULD CLARIFY WHY IT IS THAT YOU 
APPEAR TO BE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THREE SETTLEMENTS IN 
THE WEST BANK THAN SEVERAL THOUSAND MORE CUBANS IN AFRICA, 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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OR AM I WRONG IN MY ESTIMATION? ARE YOU EQUALLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT BOTH PLACES? 

A. I THINK THAT YOU CANNOT ATTEMPT TO COMPARE REACTIONS 
BETWEEN DIFFERENT SITUATIONS OR PHRASEOLOGIES. I THINK 
IT IS SUFFICIENT TO SAY THAT WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT 
BOTH SITUATIONS, AND LET IT GO AT THAT. 

Q. TO FOLLOW IT UP, IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT DEEPLY 
CONCERNED BECAUSE PRIME MINISTER BEGIN LIVED UP TO WHAT 
THE PRESIDENT RECOGNIZED THIS MORNING AS HIS CAMPAIGN 
PROMISES? 

A. WE REALLY EXPRESSED WHAT OUR CONCERN IS BASED ON. 

I'M NOT - 


Q. YOU CAN UNDERSTAND OUR- 

A. I UNDERSTAND EXACTLY WHAT YOU'RE SAYING. I THINK 
THE PRESIDENT - 

Q. YOU ALL REALIZE THAT MR. BEGIN HAD CAMPAIGNED STRONGLY 
ON THE FACT THAT THIS IS LIBERATED TERRITORY? 

A. YES. 

Q. APPARENTLY, THERE WAS NO SURPRISE IN YOUR POSITION. 

YOU WERE JUST DEEPLY CONCERNED BECAUSE MR. BEGIN IS 
APPARENTLY A MAN OF HIS WORD REGARDING CAMPAIGN PROMISES, 
IS THAT CORRECT? 

A. WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED BY THE ACTION. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 05 STATE 177534 

Q. YES, BUT YOU KNEW IT WAS COMING AND IT DIDN'T 
SURPRISE YOU THAT HE LIVED UP TO HIS CAMPAIGN PROMISES, 

DID IT? 

A. I SIMPLY REPEAT WHAT I HAVE SAID FOR THE RECORD, THAT 
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SURPRISE OR NO SURPRISE, THE FACT OF THE ACTION WAS A 
MATTER OF CONCERN TO US INSOFAR AS WE BELIEVE IT 
CONSTITUTES AN OBSTACLE TO THE PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE 
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. YOU KNOW, INSOFAR AS 
ANYTHING ELSE GOES, SURPRISES OR NOT, TRUE CONCERN REMAINS. 

Q. HAS THE UNITED STATES OFFERED TO SELL ARMS NOW TO 
CHAD? 

A. LET ME DEAL WITH THIS, LET ME PUT IT THIS WAY: 

EARLIER THIS MONTH, THE CHADIAN VICE PRESIDENT. DJIME, 

MET WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE VICE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES. HE MET WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
ON JULY 14TH; HE MET WITH VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE ON 
JULY 15. THE SUBJECT OF THAT DISCUSSION WAS THE RECENT 
ESCALATION OF INSURGENT ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN CHAD. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT AT THAT TIME DID REQUEST U.S. 

ASSISTANCE TO HELP CHAD DEAL WITH ITS LONGSTANDING 
REBELLION IN THAT NORTHERN AREA, AND HE EXPLAINED THAT 
THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF HIS COUNTRY WAS BEING 
THREATENED BY WHAT HE CONSIDERED TO BE OUTSIDE AGGRESSION. 
AT THAT TIME, THE VICE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY BOTH 
INDICATED THAT WE WOULD, ONE, CONSIDER HIS REQUEST 
SYMPATHETICALLY. AND. SECOND. THAT WE DID SHARE HIS 
CONCERN REGARDING THE SITUATION IN THE NORTH. AND. SO 
FAR AS THE REQUEST IS CONCERNED. DETAILS OF WHAT INVOLVES, 

I AM REALLY NOT PREPARED RIGHT NOW TO GIVE YOU MUCH MORE. 

I WILL JUST SAY. INFORMATIONALLY, THAT THE AREA IN WHICH 
THE CHADIAN GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED IS A SECTION IN 
THE NORTHWEST. IN THE LAST MONTH, THE CHADIAN GOVERNMENI 
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HAS LOST EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF THE MOUNTAIN AREA IN NORTH- 
WEST CHAD TO INSURGENTS FROM THE TOUVOU TRIBE. THESE 
INSURGENTS HAVE RECEIVED ASSISTANCE FROM LIBYA, WHICH HAS 
OCCUPIED MILITARILY A SETTLEMENT IN NORTHWESTERN 
CHAD CALLED AOUZOU FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS. THE 
REBELLION IS LED BY A MAN NAMED GOUKOUNI, WHO IS THE 
SON OF ONE OF THE TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF THE 
AREA. 

BUT TO GO BACK TO THE MAJOR POINT, I AM NOT PREPARED AT 
THIS POINT TO GO INTO THE DETAILS OF WHAT THE REQUEST 
INVOLVES. 

Q. LET ME FOLLOW ON ANOTHER POINT HERE, IF I MAY: YOU 
SAY THAT THE LIBYANS HAVE OCCUPIED THIS SETTLEMENT FOR 
THREE YEARS. ARE YOU SAYING, THEN, THAT THE U.S. 

GOVERNMENT, BY JUST DECLARING THIS TO BE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORY, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT REJECTS THE LIBYAN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


CHANGES IN THE MAPS IN THOSE AREAS TO SHOW THIS IN FACT 
AS BEING LIBYAN TERRITORY? 

A. I BET.TF.VE THAT IN THIS INSTANCE, WE WOULD LOGICALLY 
BE SUPPORTING THE CHADIAN CLAIM THAT THAT IS CHADIAN 
TERRITORY. 

Q. ISN’T THIS AN O.A.U. MATTER RATHER THAN-- 

A. BASICALLY. AS WE HAVE SAID IN OTHER BORDER MATTERS, 
THIS IS A QUESTION WHICH IS TO BE RESOLVED BY THE O.A.U., 
AND THAT IN SUCH RESOLUTIONS. AS IN FACT THE QUESTION 
OF THE TERRITORY IN ETHIOPIA, THAT IS BASICALLY 
THE QUESTION, BUT WHAT I’M TALKING, NONETHELESS, ABOUT, 
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ABOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF AN EXISTENT GOVERNMENT, THE 
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO AN EXISTING GOVERNMENT. 

Q. BUT, YOU ARE THEN TAKING A POSITION ON THIS 
TERRITORIAL DISPUTE. LIBYAN MAPS SHOW THIS AREA AS 
BEING THEIRS, IF WE'RE TALKING ABOUT THE AREA I THINK 
WE ARE, AND THE CHADIANS REIECT THESE MAPS, AND YOU ARE 
NOW IN EFFECT SAYING THAT YOU BELIEVE IN THE CHADIAN 
POSITION RATHER THAN BACKING OFF ON AN O.A.U. POSITION? 

A. I THINK THAT I, PERSONALLY, HAD BETTER NOT DO MUCH 
MORE THAN SAY THAT WE SHARE THEIR CONCERN ABOUT THE 
SITUATION LED TO OUR ENTERTAINING SYMPATHETICALLY THEIR 
REQUEST FOR ARMS. 

Q. PRESIDENT CARTER ADMITTED THIS MORNING THAT HE HAD 
NEVER THOUGHT TO MENTION THE LEGALIZING THE WEST BANK 
SETTLEMENTS IN HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH PRIME MINISTER 
BEGIN, ONLY THAT HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THERE WOULDN'T 
BE ANY MORE SETTLEMENTS. MY QUESTION IS, DID THE 
SECRETARY THINK TO ASK MR. BEGIN ABOUT THE LEGALIZATION 
ABOUT WHICH YOU ARE NOW DEEPLY CONCERNED? 

A. I DON'T KNOW. 

Q. WOULD YOU TAKE THE QUESTION? 

A. SURE. 

Q. THANK YOU. AND ANOTHER ONE RELATED: THE PRESIDENT 
ALSO EXPRESSED EXPECTATION OF AN OCTOBER GENEVA 
CONFERENCE IN SOME MEASURE OF CONFIDENCE, THAT 
THIS WOULD COME. 

A. THEY SAID THAT THERE WERE DIFFICULTIES. 
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Q. YES, THERE ARE DIFFICULTIES, BUT HE SAID, AS I 
RECALL, "I EXPEC T WE WILL HAVE ONE." WHAT, IF 
ANYTHING, HAS THE STATE DEPARTMENT HEARD FROM ARAB 
COUNTRIES, VIS-A-VIS NO PLO BEING ADMITTED, WHICH 
PROVIDED ANY SUBSTANCE TO MR. CARTER'S EXPECTATION? 

A. ON THIS ONE, I THINK WHAT I’M GOING TO SAY IS, WE 
ARE ON OUR WAY TO THE MIDDLE EAST ON SUNDAY NIGHT. WE 
ARE GOING TO BE TALKING TO ALL THE MAJOR LEADERS, AND 
RATHER THAN ME NOW TO START TALKING ABOUT THE SUBSTANCE 
OF CONVERSATIONS WE HAVE HAD, I THINK I WILL AWAIT EVENTS 
AND I WOULD PREFER, AND INDEED WILL NOT, TALK AT THIS 
POINT ABOUT IT. 

Q. I UNDERSTAND YOUR RELUCTANCE AND SO FORTH. BUT 
WOULD IT BE INACCURATE FOR US TO PRESUME THAT, APPARENTLY, 
SOME ARAB COUNTRIES, HAVE BEEN AMENABLE TO THIS? 

A. NO, I THINK - 

Q. AND THE PRESIDENT WOULDN’T SAY THAT? 

A. I JUST DEFINITELY DON’T WANT TO LEAVE THIS OR THAT 
IMPRESSION WHATSOEVER ON THE SUBJECT. 

2. QUESTIONS TAKEN ON JULY 27: 

Q. WHEN DID THE LAST MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND SPARE 
PARTS GO TO EGYPT FROM THE SOVIET UNION? 

A. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THE SOVIET UNION TERMINATED 
ITS SUPPLY OF MAJOR MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO EGYPT SOME TWO 
YEARS AGO. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT SHIPMENTS OF SPARE 
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PARTS SINCE THAT TIME HAVE BEEN INSIGNIFICANT. 

Q. ARE DISCUSSIONS WITH CONGRESS ON ADDITIONAL C-130S 

AND NON-LETHAL EQUIPMENT FOR EGYPT LIKELY TO BE COMPLETED B 

BEFORE THE SECRETARY BEGINS HIS MIDDLE EASTERN TRIP? 

A. -THE DISCUSSIONS THAT THE SPOKESMAN REFERRED TO IN 
HIS JULY 27 BRIEFING WERE PRELIMINARY CONSULTATIONS. 

-ANY DECISION TO MOVE AHEAD WITH PROPOSED SALES OF 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT WOULD FOLLOW THE USUAL PROCEDURES, 
WHICH INCLUDE: 20 DAY INFORMAL ADVANCE NOTIFICATION TO 
CONGRESS, PRIOR TO FORMAL NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION 
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TO SUBMIT THE LETTER OF OFFER, AFTER WHICH CONGRESS HAS 
ANOTHER 30 DAYS TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL. 

3. QUESTIONS TAKEN JULY 28: 

Q. DID THE SECRETARY ASK MR. BEGIN ABOUT 
LEGALIZATION OF WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS? 

A. NO. 

Q. WHAT WAS THE U.S. POSITION ON JORDANIAN SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER THE WEST BANK BEFORE 1967? 

A. THE U.S. POSITION WAS THAT THE QUESTION OF LEGAL 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE WEST BANK WAS TO BE DETERMINED IN THE 
CONTEXT OF A FINAL PEACE SETTLEMENT. 

Q. CAN YOU GIVE US AN APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE 
IN THE WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS? 

A. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 2,000 
TO 3,000 ISRAELIS LIVING IN WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS. 
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VANCE 
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UNCLAS STATE 177534 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD, ALEXANDRIA FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JULY 28, 1977 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE, FOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR JULY 28, 1977. 
FYI ONLY, THE OFFICER DOING THE BRIEFING TODAY WAS 
HODDING CARTER III. 
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SPOKESMAN: I WILL BE POSTING THE SCHEDULE ON THE MIDDLE 
EASTERN TRIP AND THE MEMBERS OF THE PARTY. 

Q. ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, DO YOU HAVE IT IN YOUR PAPERS 
THERE, WHAT THE U.S. VIEW WAS AND IS ON THE SOVEREIGNTY 
OF THE WEST BANK? I'M JUST UNCLEAR ON THIS. IN OTHER 
WORDS, PRIOR TO '67, DID THE U.S. ACCEPT JORDANIAN 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE WEST BANK? 

A. I DON'T HAVE THAT. I'LL HAVE TO GO AND PULL THAT BACK 
OUT OF THE FILE. 

Q. THE PRESIDENT SAID AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE THERE WERE 
APPROXIMATELY 70 SETTLEMENTS THERE, BUT THAT THE NUMBER 
OF SETTLERS THERE WERE OVERALL SMALL. DO YOU HAVE AN 
APPROXIMATION OF THAT NUMBER OF ISRAELI SETTLERS ON THE 

WEST BANK? 

A. NO. BUT I'LL TRY TO GET IT. 

Q. AS I RECALL, THE DEPARTMENT’S POSITION ON THE 
LEGALIZING OF THE WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS, IS THAT YOU 
ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED, IS THAT CORRECT? 

A. THAT’S CORRECT. 

Q. BUT IN GOING OVER THE TRANSCRIPT OF THESE BRIEFINGS, 

I FIND IN MR. TRATTNER'S STATEMENT AT THE TIME THAT HE 
REVEALED THAT THERE ARE THOUSANDS MORE CUBANS IN AFRICA 
WAS MERELY "CONCERNED," NOT "DEEPLY" OR "SERIOUSLY," OR 
"ANGUISHLY" AND SO FORTH. I D LIKE TO ASK THE 
QUESTION. 
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A. I WOULD SAY WE'RE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED, AND HAVE BEEN 
AND WE'VE EXPRESSED THAT CONCERN. 

Q. THEN, I WANTED TO ASK, IF WE COULD IN CLARIFYING THIS, 

YOU'RE "DEEPLY CONCERNED' 1 WITH THE WEST BANK AND 
"SERIOUSLY CONCERNED" WITH AFRICA? 

Q. I WONDER IF YOU COULD CLARIFY WHY IT IS THAT YOU 
APPEAR TO BE MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THREE SETTLEMENTS IN 
THE WEST BANK THAN SEVERAL THOUSAND MORE CUBANS IN AFRICA, 
OR AM I WRONG IN MY ESTIMATION? ARE YOU EQUALLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT BOTH PLACES? 

A. I THINK THAT YOU CANNOT ATTEMPT TO COMPARE REACTIONS 
BETWEEN DIFFERENT SITUATIONS OR PHRASEOLOGIES. I THINK 
IT IS SUFFICIENT TO SAY THAT WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT 
BOTH SITUATIONS, AND LET IT GO AT THAT. 

Q. TO FOLLOW IT UP, IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT DEEPLY 
CONCERNED BECAUSE PRIME MINISTER BEGIN LIVED UP TO WHAT 
THE PRESIDENT RECOGNIZED THIS MORNING AS HIS CAMPAIGN 
PROMISES? 

A. WE REALLY EXPRESSED WHAT OUR CONCERN IS BASED ON. 

I'M NOT - 


Q. YOU CAN UNDERSTAND OUR- 

A. I UNDERSTAND EXACTLY WHAT YOU'RE SAYING. I THINK 
THE PRESIDENT - 

Q. YOU ALL REALIZE THAT MR. BEGIN HAD CAMPAIGNED STRONGLY 
ON THE FACT THAT THIS IS LIBERATED TERRITORY? 

A. YES. 
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Q. APPARENTLY, THERE WAS NO SURPRISE IN YOUR POSITION. 

YOU WERE IUST DEEPLY CONCERNED BECAUSE MR. BEGIN IS 
APPARENTLY A MAN OF HIS WORD REGARDING CAMPAIGN PROMISES, 
IS THAT CORRECT? 

A. WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED BY THE ACTION. 

Q. YES, BUT YOU KNEW IT WAS COMING AND IT DIDN'T 
SURPRISE YOU THAT HE LIVED UP TO HIS CAMPAIGN PROMISES, 

DID IT? 

A. I SIMPLY REPEAT WHAT I HAVE SAID FOR THE RECORD, THAT 
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SURPRISE OR NO SURPRISE, THE FACT OF THE ACTION WAS A 
MATTER OF CONCERN TO US INSOFAR AS WE BELIEVE IT 
CONSTITUTES AN OBSTACLE TO THE PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE 
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. YOU KNOW, INSOFAR AS 
ANYTHING ELSE GOES, SURPRISES OR NOT, TRUE CONCERN REMAINS. 

Q. HAS THE UNITED STATES OFFERED TO SELL ARMS NOW TO 
CHAD? 

A. LET ME DEAL WITH THIS, LET ME PUT IT THIS WAY: 

EARLIER THIS MONTH, THE CHADIAN VICE PRESIDENT. DJIME, 

MET WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE VICE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES. HE MET WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
ON JULY 14TH; HE MET WITH VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE ON 
JULY 15. THE SUBJECT OF THAT DISCUSSION WAS THE RECENT 
ESCALATION OF INSURGENT ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN CHAD. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT AT THAT TIME DID REQUEST U.S. 

ASSISTANCE TO HELP CHAD DEAL WITH ITS LONGSTANDING 
REBELLION IN THAT NORTHERN AREA, AND HE EXPLAINED THAT 
THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF HIS COUNTRY WAS BEING 
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THREATENED BY WHAT HE CONSIDERED TO BE OUTSIDE AGGRESSION. 
AT THAT TIME, THE VICE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY BOTH 
INDICATED THAT WE WOULD, ONE, CONSIDER HIS REQUEST 
SYMPATHETICALLY. AND. SECOND. THAT WE DID SHARE HIS 
CONCERN REGARDING THE SITUATION IN THE NORTH. AND. SO 
FAR AS THE REQUEST IS CONCERNED. DETAILS OF WHAT INVOLVES, 

I AM REALLY NOT PREPARED RIGHT NOW TO GIVE YOU MUCH MORE. 

I WILL JUST SAY. INFORMATIONALLY, THAT THE AREA IN WHICH 
THE CHADIAN GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED IS A SECTION IN 
THE NORTHWEST. IN THE LAST MONTH, THE CHADIAN GOVERNMENI 
HAS LOST EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF THE MOUNTAIN AREA IN NORTH- 
WEST CHAD TO INSURGENTS FROM THE TOUVOU TRIBE. THESE 
INSURGENTS HAVE RECEIVED ASSISTANCE FROM LIBYA, WHICH HAS 
OCCUPIED MILITARILY A SETTLEMENT IN NORTHWESTERN 
CHAD CALLED AOUZOU FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS. THE 
REBELLION IS LED BY A MAN NAMED GOUKOUNI, WHO IS THE 
SON OF ONE OF THE TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF THE 
AREA. 

BUT TO GO BACK TO THE MAJOR POINT, I AM NOT PREPARED AT 
THIS POINT TO GO INTO THE DETAILS OF WHAT THE REQUEST 
INVOLVES. 

Q. LET ME FOLLOW ON ANOTHER POINT HERE, IF I MAY: YOU 
SAY THAT THE LIBYANS HAVE OCCUPIED THIS SETTLEMENT FOR 
THREE YEARS. ARE YOU SAYING, THEN, THAT THE U.S. 

GOVERNMENT, BY JUST DECLARING THIS TO BE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORY, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT REJECTS THE LIBYAN 
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CHANGES IN THE MAPS IN THOSE AREAS TO SHOW THIS IN FACT 
AS BEING LIBYAN TERRITORY? 

A. I BET.TF.VE THAT IN THIS INSTANCE, WE WOULD LOGICALLY 
BE SUPPORTING THE CHADIAN CLAIM THAT THAT IS CHADIAN 
TERRITORY. 
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Q. ISN’T THIS AN O.A.U. MATTER RATHER THAN-- 

A. BASICALLY. AS WE HAVE SAID IN OTHER BORDER MATTERS, 
THIS IS A QUESTION WHICH IS TO BE RESOLVED BY THE O.A.U., 
AND THAT IN SUCH RESOLUTIONS, AS IN FACT THE QUESTION 
OF THE TERRITORY IN ETHIOPIA, THAT IS BASICALLY 
THE QUESTION, BUT WHAT I’M TALKING, NONETHELESS, ABOUT, 
ABOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF AN EXISTENT GOVERNMENT, THE 
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO AN EXISTING GOVERNMENT. 

Q. BUT, YOU ARE THEN TAKING A POSITION ON THIS 
TERRITORIAL DISPUTE. LIBYAN MAPS SHOW THIS AREA AS 
BEING THEIRS, IF WE'RE TALKING ABOUT THE AREA I THINK 
WE ARE, AND THE CHADIANS REIECT THESE MAPS, AND YOU ARE 
NOW IN EFFECT SAYING THAT YOU BELIEVE IN THE CHADIAN 
POSITION RATHER THAN BACKING OFF ON AN O.A.U. POSITION? 

A. I THINK THAT I, PERSONALLY. HAD BETTER NOT DO MUCH 
MORE THAN SAY THAT WE SHARE THEIR CONCERN ABOUT THE 
SITUATION LED TO OUR ENTERTAINING SYMPATHETICALLY THEIR 
REQUEST FOR ARMS. 

Q. PRESIDENT CARTER ADMITTED THIS MORNING THAT HE HAD 
NEVER THOUGHT TO MENTION THE LEGALIZING THE WEST BANK 
SETTLEMENTS IN HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH PRIME MINISTER 
BEGIN, ONLY THAT HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THERE WOULDN'T 
BE ANY MORE SETTLEMENTS. MY QUESTION IS, DID THE 
SECRETARY THINK TO ASK MR. BEGIN ABOUT THE LEGALIZATION 
ABOUT WHICH YOU ARE NOW DEEPLY CONCERNED? 

A. I DON'T KNOW. 
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Q. WOULD YOU TAKE THE QUESTION? 

A. SURE. 

Q. THANK YOU. AND ANOTHER ONE RELATED: THE PRESIDENT 
ALSO EXPRESSED EXPECTATION OF AN OCTOBER GENEVA 
CONFERENCE IN SOME MEASURE OF CONFIDENCE. THAT 
THIS WOULD COME. 
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A. THEY SAID THAT THERE WERE DIFFICULTIES. 

Q. YES, THERE ARE DIFFICULTIES, BUT HE SAID, AS I 
RECALL, "I EXPEC T WE WILL HAVE ONE." WHAT, IF 
ANYTHING, HAS THE STATE DEPARTMENT HEARD FROM ARAB 
COUNTRIES, VIS-A-VIS NO PLO BEING ADMITTED, WHICH 
PROVIDED ANY SUBSTANCE TO MR. CARTER'S EXPECTATION? 

A. ON THIS ONE, I THINK WHAT I’M GOING TO SAY IS, WE 
ARE ON OUR WAY TO THE MIDDLE EAST ON SUNDAY NIGHT. WE 
ARE GOING TO BE TALKING TO ALL THE MAJOR LEADERS, AND 
RATHER THAN ME NOW TO START TALKING ABOUT THE SUBSTANCE 
OF CONVERSATIONS WE HAVE HAD, I THINK I WILL AWAIT EVENTS 
AND I WOULD PREFER, AND INDEED WILL NOT, TALK AT THIS 
POINT ABOUT IT. 

Q. I UNDERSTAND YOUR RELUCTANCE AND SO FORTH. BUT 
WOULD IT BE INACCURATE FOR US TO PRESUME THAT, APPARENTLY, 
SOME ARAB COUNTRIES, HAVE BEEN AMENABLE TO THIS? 

A. NO, I THINK - 

Q. AND THE PRESIDENT WOULDN’T SAY THAT? 

A. I JUST DEFINITELY DON'T WANT TO LEAVE THIS OR THAT 
IMPRESSION WHATSOEVER ON THE SUBJECT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. QUESTIONS TAKEN ON JULY 27: 

Q. WHEN DID THE LAST MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND SPARE 
PARTS GO TO EGYPT FROM THE SOVIET UNION? 

A. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THE SOVIET UNION TERMINATED 
ITS SUPPLY OF MAJOR MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO EGYPT SOME TWO 
YEARS AGO. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT SHIPMENTS OF SPARE 
PARTS SINCE THAT TIME HAVE BEEN INSIGNIFICANT. 

Q. ARE DISCUSSIONS WITH CONGRESS ON ADDITIONAL C-130S 

AND NON-LETHAL EQUIPMENT FOR EGYPT LIKELY TO BE COMPLETED B 

BEFORE THE SECRETARY BEGINS HIS MIDDLE EASTERN TRIP? 

A. -THE DISCUSSIONS THAT THE SPOKESMAN REFERRED TO IN 
HIS JULY 27 BRIEFING WERE PRELIMINARY CONSULTATIONS. 

-ANY DECISION TO MOVE AHEAD WITH PROPOSED SALES OF 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT WOULD FOLLOW THE USUAL PROCEDURES, 
WHICH INCLUDE: 20 DAY INFORMAL ADVANCE NOTIFICATION TO 
CONGRESS, PRIOR TO FORMAL NOTIFICATION OF INTENTION 
TO SUBMIT THE LETTER OF OFFER, AFTER WHICH CONGRESS HAS 
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ANOTHER 30 DAYS TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL. 

3. QUESTIONS TAKEN JULY 28: 

Q. DID THE SECRETARY ASK MR. BEGIN ABOUT 
LEGALIZATION OF WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS? 

A. NO. 

Q. WHAT WAS THE U.S. POSITION ON JORDANIAN SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER THE WEST BANK BEFORE 1967? 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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A. THE U.S. POSITION WAS THAT THE QUESTION OF LEGAL 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE WEST BANK WAS TO BE DETERMINED IN THE 
CONTEXT OF A FINAL PEACE SETTLEMENT. 

Q. CAN YOU GIVE US AN APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF THE PEOPLE 
IN THE WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS? 

A. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 2,000 
TO 3,000 ISRAELIS LIVING IN WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS. 

VANCE UNQUOTE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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